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Coventry City Council Public report

REPORT BACK ON CONFERENCE/SEMINAR

REPORT TO: Scrutiny Co-ordination Committee

REPORT OF: Executive Director, Place

TITLE: Trade and Investment Delegation to Olofstrom and Southern Sweden
DATE: 16/11/16 —18/11/16

VENUE: Olofstrom and Southern Sweden

1. Recommendation
The Scrutiny Co-ordination Committee is recommended to:

1.1.1 Endorse the report of the trade and investment delegation to Olofstrom and Southern
Sweden

1.1.2 Encourage and support visits to Coventry by potential inward investors from Sweden.

2. Background

The Investment and International Trade Team at Coventry City Council is committed to
promoting Coventry on a global scale with a view to stimulating business investment and job
creation in the City.

Through this work the Council has been working closely with representatives from the Olofstrom
region in Sweden. Companies in this area with specific capabilities within the advanced
manufacturing and automotive industry have recognised Coventry (and Warwickshire) as a
specific opportunity for investment in order to get established in the local supply chain. An initial
visit of representatives from Olofstrom has resulted in a developing relationship and clear
indications of potential investment into the Coventry area.

On Wednesday 31%' August 2016 the Cabinet Member for Jobs and Regeneration approved a
travel request for officers to lead a delegation of Coventry business support representatives to
Sweden. Reasons and benefits for the trip were stated as:

2.1 Primarily the visit will develop and support established links with the Swedish region of
Olofstrom and specifically the TechTank consortium, a technology cluster of 27 Swedish
companies who are all Tier 1 automotive suppliers. The companies are actively looking to
expand their operations into the UK. The visit will help to ensure maximum opportunity to
attract that investment to Coventry.

2.2 The visit builds on a series of ongoing activities with the region and cluster:
* Nov 15 — Olofstrom government / Techtank company representatives visit Coventry.
* Feb 16 — Follow up visit by representatives of European Body Panels (EBP) who are
high class manufacturers of body in white panels to develop client contacts.
*  Sept 16 — opening of Techtank Satellite office in Coventry (Cheylesmore House)



2.3 The visit will affirm the support of Coventry to work with the region / TechTank to promote
the Coventry area and ensure all inward investment opportunities are resourced and
supported.

The business delegation was led by Coventry City Council officers John Norton, Investment and
International Trade Manager and Ben Yorke, Business Development Officer and included
representatives from Coventry and Warwickshire Growth Hub, Coventry and Warwickshire
Chamber of Commerce and 52 Global Consultancy.

The itinerary included high level business meetings in Olofstrom, Karlshamn and Hassleholm.
The visit provided an excellent opportunity to meet with potential investors as well as government
officials and support agencies across the region.

3. Specific Key Events
The delegation arrived in Karlshamn on the evening of 16" November 2016.

On the morning of 17" November 2016, a series of meetings/presentations were held at the
Netport Science Park in Karlshamn. The delegation were able to speak with representatives from
Southern Sweden Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Blekinge Business Incubator
(government funded programme for start-up businesses), Chief Executive of Costalbyte (a
company established as part of the start-up programme) as well senior officials from the Science
Park itself.

The delegation then travelled to Olofstrom (approximately 20km NW of Karlshamn). Once in
Olofstrom they were hosted at the local municipality offices by the Mayor of Olofstrom, Sara
Rudolfsson, to discuss the continued support to companies in Southern Sweden who wish to
expand their operations into Coventry. Coventry City Council and Olofstrom Municipality signed a
joint Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) solidifying this agreement. The MOU is a non-legally
binding document which states that the City Council will support each signing TechTank member
company expand their operations into the UK with specific focus on setting up a facility in
Coventry. There is no obligation on any party to fulfil the terms set out in the MOU but outlines
the proposed plan of action going forward. The local press were also present at this meeting to
take pictures of the signing and interview attendees (press clipping included below).

Later in the afternoon, the delegation visited two of the companies who have expressed an
interest to expand their operations into Coventry, European Body Panels, who are high class
manufacturers of body in white panels and Safeman, who are mainly involved with textiles but is
involved in a large number of projects in both custom parts and high-volume production.

In the evening, the delegation attended a dinner hosted by the Mayor of Olofstrom that was
attended by business and government officials from the region.

On 18" November 2016 the delegation were hosted at the Volvo manufacturing plant in
Olofstrom where they were given a tour of the 320,000m2 facility by the deputy plant manager.

Following this the delegation visited another potential investing company, YTAB Group, a
contract painting and coating company who already have links with most of the large car
manufacturers in Europe and beyond.

The delegation then travelled to Hassleholm (approximately 50km West of Olofstrom) to meet
with the final company, VA Automotive, who are involved with the production of tooling
equipment and manufacturing parts for the automotive sector.

The delegation then travelled back to Copenhagen airport before returning to the UK.

Photographs taken at key events are included in Appendix B



4. Cost of attending

Costs Approved by Total of Actual Costs
Cabinet/Cabinet Member
Flights £700 £479.45
Accommodation £400 £366.18
Insurance £50 £0
Visit support costs including | £175 £55.77
transfers and subsistence
Total £1,325 £901.40

The cost for attending the trade and investment visit to Sweden was within budget as approved
by Cabinet Member.

5. Benefits

The visit was another step towards attracting inward investment into Coventry from Sweden and
promoting the city to a new market as the place to establish new business.

The visit has strengthened the already established relationships between the two areas and has
started the development of long-term trade and investment links with southern Sweden through
the signing of Memorandum’s of Understanding with the Olofstrom Region and four companies
(European Body Panels, Safeman, YTAB and VA Automotive) — a copy of one of the signed
MOU'’s is available in Appendix A.

6. Future opportunities resulting from the visit include:

Investment into the Coventry area by companies in Sweden is the main opportunity arising from
this activity. All four of the companies who were engaged as part of the visit have expressed their
ambition to expand their current operations into Coventry and the City Council are actively
working with these companies and their representatives to develop each opportunity and support
their investment in to Coventry.

The aforementioned companies already have links to the local automotive cluster and are
currently engaged in dialogues with the large OEM'’s in the area to increase/generate new
business. The outcome of this will greatly influence their investment going forward.

Another opportunity that has arisen as part of the visit is to link the digital/gaming cluster in the
Blekinge region with TECH Central (a successful digital/gaming cluster based in Coventry &
Warwickshire).

Proper Officer: Executive Director, Place

Author: John Norton, Investment and International Trade Manager

Tel Number: 024 7683 1365

(Any enquiries should be directed to the above)

Other contributors: Ben Yorke, Business Development Officer

Papers open to public inspection: Nil

Description of paper: Report Back on Conference/Seminar Location: CH60

Approved by Cabinet Member on: Thursday 12" January 2017




Coventry City Council

Appendix A - Signed MOU

Memorandum of Understanding
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TECHTANK

This Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) sets for the terms and understanding between
Goventry City Council and European Body Panels (EBP) to explore options for investment
opportunity in to Coventry.

Background

This MOU is important in that it is a continuation of an already established relationship
between Coventry City Council and EBP to explore options for investment opportunity in to
Coventry.

Purpose
This MOU confirms that both participants express their willingness to:

1. Continue to explore investment opportunities for EBP in Coventry.
2. Support the development and growth of the EBP brand in the UK market.

3. Work together to pro}note and support any other trade and investment opportunities
that may arise.

The above goals will be accomplished by undertaking the following activities:

a) ldentifying potential investment sites for EBP.

b) Identifying potential funds and grant schemes to support the investment.

¢) Further visits by delegates of each party as the relationship develops.
Non-exclusivity
The relationship of the participants under this Memorandum will be non-exclusive and is not
intended to be legally binding and both participants, including their affiliates, subsidiaries and
divisions, will be free to continue or pursue other agreements or collaborations of any kind.
Costs

This MOU is not a commitment of funds and each party will bear the respective costs of
carrying out the obligations under this Memorandum.




Duration

This MOU ig at-will and may be modified by mutual consent of authorized officials from
Coventry City Council and EBP. This MOU shall become effective upon sighature by the
authorized officials fram Coventry City Council and EBP and will remain in effect until modified
or terminated by any one of the pariners by mutual consent. In the absence of mutual
agreement by the authorized officials from Coventry City Council and EBP this MOU shall end
of 1% January 2020.

Signed in duplicate
This Memorandum is executed in duplicate with each copy being an official version of the
Agreement,

BY SIGNING BELOW the signatories, acting on behalf of their respective erganisations and
duly authorized to do so, have caused this Memorandum of Understanding to be executed,
effective as of the date set out below.

Date:

Johry lorton
Inv;z‘stmenl and International Trade Manager, Coventry City Council

/

_ Date:

Ulrica Larsson ‘
Managing Director, Eurcpean Body Panels




Appendix B — Delegation Photos

Safeman Visit



VA Automotive Visit

Volvo Plant Visit



Appendix C — Press Clippings
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olofstromsredaktionen@blt.se
Adalsvagen 1,293 34 Olofstrom
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Centernvill skrota
lonelyft for larare

® - Det har skapat sa mycket osdmja nér nagra far mycket och

andra ingenting.

® Det sager Centerns gruppledare Rolf Jénsson.

OLOFSTROM. Centern har
lagt ett forslag till hur de
ldrare som inte fick ta del
av lararlonelyftet ska fa
kompensation.

- Vi vill avsitta 2,5 mil-
joner kronor i budgeten
och fordela pengarna pa
alla rektorerna i kommu-
nen. Sedan blir det deras
uppgift att hoja lararnas
16ner efter fortjanst, siger
gruppledaren Rolf Jons-
son(C).

Han ér vildigt kritisk till
reformen med lirarl6ne-
lyftet som han menar har
skapat en dalig stimning
pa manga skolor.

- Forst var det forste-
lararna som fick extra-
pengar. Sedan var det

Lararlonelyftethar skap oséamija bland lérarna pa Olof-
stro kolor. Nuvill Centernk de lar

blev

utan.

16nelyftet. Detta har bi-
dragit till en 6kad risk for
att de ldrare som inte kom
ifraga for nagra av dessa
tva reformer mar daligt
och siger upp sig.

FOTO: JESSICAGOW/TT

Rolf Jonsson tycker att
reformerna dr olyckliga
och orittvisa. I Olofstrom
édr det drygt 160 lirare som
inte fatt ta del av de 2 500
kronorna i lararlonelyft

och i Centerns forslag ska
dessa kompenseras.

- Vi ténker oss ett scha-
blonlyft pa 1 000 kronor
och det blir sedan upp till
rektorerna att fordela
pengarna enligt samma
16nekriterier som nir den
vanliga l6nerorelsen drar
i gang. Och endast till
de ldrare som blev utan
hojning.

Centern har lagt for-
slaget till kommunstyrel-
sens budgetarbete, men
det fick inget gehor av
Socialdemokraterna.

- Vi far se hur det gér i
kommunfullmiktige den
28 november, siger Rolf
Jonsson.

SIMONEHANSEN

John Norton, med titel

{Sara

(S)vid

sigtill

2020.Dethandlarom}

h gynna néringsli

Efter morg

till kuns} hil
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meden

igheti hans region.

besok pa Netport sag Norton dven stor

FOTO: RICKARD HULTIN

Viktigt samarbetsavtal med Coventry

Enhandelsdelegation

fran engelska biltillverkar-
metropolen Coventry dr pa
Olofstromsvisit. Under
torsdagen tecknades ett
samarbetsavtal mellan
kommunerna.

OLOFSTROM. - Vi ser stora
samarbetsmojligheter

mellan vara regioner. I
mycket liknar vi varandra
hur vi gor affarer och inte

minst har vien betydande
bilindustri gemensamt,
sade Paul Sullivan, vd for
52 global consulting.

Han ar dven represen-
tant for Techtanks kontor
i Storbritannien som efter
att det 6ppnade i februari
redan har generat affirs-
mojligheter "virda miljo-
ner”.

- Sen ser vi redan for-
delar med att kompetens

som dr svér att hitta finns
i Overfléd hir, fortsatte
Paul Sullivan.

Under tva dagar i Ble-
kinge passar delegationen
pa att besdka Volvo och
flera av teknikKklustret
Techtanks medlems-
foretag som jobbar for att
oka exporten till den
brittiska marknaden.

1 Coventry sker tillverk-
ning av Aston Martin och

Jaguar som har under-
leverantorer i Olofstrom.
Anders Borgehed pa Tech-
tank understrok att av-
talet dr inte dr ett vanorts-
avtal utan betydande for
tillvaxt, utveckling och
jobb.

- Det viktiga ér att det
har ér ett riktigt samarbe-
te dér vi inte bara dricker
kaffe, sade han.

RICKARD HULTIN

Lansstyrelseni Blekinge erbjuderalla lénets skolor skyltar

som pavisar rokforbud i

med

FOTO:RICKARD HULTIN

Brannmarke for
att fimpa tobaken

For att uppmarksamma
tobaksfria veckan brindes
symbolen med férbud mot
rokning in pa Hogavangs-
skolans skolgard.

OLOFSTROM. Den 21-27
november genomfors flera
informationsinsatser om
tobakens alla nackdelar pa
hogstadiet och gymnasiet.

- Vi vill inte bara gora
punktinsatser utan fa in
ett férebyggande arbete i
vardagen, siger projektle-

dare Carin Hakansson,
fran TBU, tobaksfria barn
ochunga.

Hon sdger vidare att
Olofstrom redan gor ett
foredomligt arbete kring
attityder och kunskap.

- Vi dr pa ritt vig men
det vi bor jobba mer med
visionen att tobak inte far
forekomma alls under
skoltid. Det ar en skydds-
fraga, sager drogsamord-
nare Ulf Clang.

RICKARD HULTIN

InbrottiFornebodastugan

Dérrar stod uppbrutna,
inventarier stals och gris-
klippama stod framstillda
for palastning. Densynen
mottes manav vid Forne-
bodastugani onsdags.

KYRKHULT. - Det &r sa tra-
kigt. Det forstor lite av
glddjen nir vi jobbar sa
hart for att i princip att fa
stugan att ga ihop, sager
Berit Hansen fran Forne-
bodastiftelsen.

En stor och en liten
grasklippare var framtag-
na garaget och i stugan
stals singkléder, tavlor.

- De tog sdkert hundra
tallrikar fran viggarna.
Stegen stod kvar.

Aven en bil sags vinda
paparkeringen.

—Vihorde visslingar och
deforsvann.

Hindelsen ar polis-
anmald.

RICKARD HULTIN

Skjulbrand kan havaritanlagd

OLOFSTROM. Ett skjul pa Idrottsvigen brann ner under

villen. Nér raddnir

Aaock
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en kom till plat-

sen var byggnaden overtind. Det var aldrig nagon
spridningsrisk till intilliggande Holjeskolan. Enligt
polisen ér det troligt att branden var anlagd.

KALENDERN
UNDERHALLNING

kl14-15.30. Hoglasning
for seniorer. Biblioteket,

ul 4
ERIKSHJALPEN

www.erikshjalpen.se

Forkop via
www.olofstrom.riksteatern.se
och Olofstrom bibliotek
tel 936 00

Arr: Riksteaterféreningen
i Olofstrom,
ABF och Kulturfritid




14 OLOFSTROM

REDAKTION:

Par Trulsson 0454-30 12 62

Jan-Erik Martinsson 0454-30 12 63

E-POST:

olofstrom@sydostran.se

namn.eftermamn@sydostran.se

SYDOSTRAN
Fredag 18 november 2016

Anmiler

OLOFSTROM. En olof-
stromsbo har anmalt
ett Goteborgsforetag
till Allmdnna Reklama-
tionsnidmnden for att
han inte fatt sin mobil-
telefon som han be-
stéllt. Mannen skriver i
sin anmélan att han be-
talat 2 600 kronor for
varan som inte leverats
och trots att han flera
ganger ringt till foreta-
get for att hdva kopet
och fa pengarna tillba-
ka sa har ingen fran fo-
retaget kontaktat ho-
nom.

Dekorationer
till julen far
vanta

JAMSHOG. Jimshogs-
bon Benny Rolandsson
foreslog i en medbor-
garmotion att Bygatan
under jultid ska smyck-
as med nagon form av
juldekorationer. For-
valtningen har svarat
att det saknas medel for
satsningen. Kommun-
styrelsen har nu beslu-
tat att forslaget hin-
skjuts till projektet for-
skoning av byarna. Det
kan bli Jimshogs tur
under 2018.

Medel till
tradlosa
natverk

OLOFSTROM. Sydostran
har tidigare berittat att
de tradlosa nétverken
pa Nordenbergsskolan
och Hogavangsskolan
har natt grinsen for sin
kapacitet. Kommunsty-
relsen har nu beslutat
att avsitta 900 000 kro-
nor for att nya nitverk
ska installeras pa sko-
lorna. Befintliga nit-
verk ska flyttas till na-
gon mindre verksam-
het.

OLOFSTROM

FILM

Fantastiska vidunder 3D:
18/11-20/11kl119-21.10.
tt &ventyr som tar oss

tillbakatill ). K Rowlings
magiska varld.. Grand bio,
Olofstrom

UNDERHALLNING

Antligen fredag: 18/11kl
14-15.30. Hogléasning for
seniorer.. Biblioteket, Olof-

Olofstroms kommunalrad Sara Rudolfsson (S) och John Norton, investerings - och handelschefvid Coventry City Council, undertecknar ett samarbetsavtal. Bada
ser storamajligheter tillutbyte. Avtalet stricker sigtill2020.

Samarhetet med
Coventry blir tatare

Nyligen 6ppnade klusterinitiativet Techtank kontori Coventry.

Nu starks samverkanytterligare. Ett samarbetsavtal mellan

Olofstrom och den brittiska bilhuvudstaden har tecknats.

OLOFSTROM. - Det finns
stora mojligheter i samar-
betet som &r bra for bada,
sidger Craigh Humphrey,
cheffor Coventry och War-
wickshire Growth Hub.

Han dr en av medlem-
marna i den delegation av
ndringslivsrepresentanter
fran Coventry som under
tva dagar besoker Olof-
strom och Blekinge.

Pa schemat star en rad
studiebesok pa de foretag
som dr medlemmar i tek-
nikklustret Techtank, dar-
ibland Volvo, EBP och Sa-
feman.

Besoket inleddes emel-
lertid med en guidad tur
hos Netport i Karlshamn,
innan representanterna
vilkomnades med en pre-
sentation av Blekinge i
Olofstroms kommunhus.
Samtliga involverade
understryker att det finns
manga likheter mellan or-
terna och att det finns
kunskaper att ldra av var-
andra, bland annat inom
bilindustrin och dess un-

Anders Borgehed, klusterledare for Techtank, berittar att det

skapats jobb i Olofstrom. Sedan "Jobb tilltusen” lanserades

har nurunt 800 jobb sk
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borjar

kommainomrickhall.

derleverantorer.
—Detfinns s manga far-
digheter som vi kan ut-
nyttja av varandra. Kanske
framst inom bilindustrin
men vi sag inte minst vid
besoket pa Netport att det
finns mojligheter ocksa
inom spelindustrin, siger
John Norton, investe-
rings- och handelschef vid

Martin. Bilindustrin i lan-
det vixer och de komman-
de aren rdknar man med
att dubblera produktio-
nen. Saledes finns ett stort
behov av palitligaunderle-
verantorer. Forhoppning-
en dr att flera av dessa kan
finnasi Olofstrom.

Q. . e

gt tror represen-

Coventry City Council.
Coventry riknas som
Storbritanniens bilhuvud-
stad. Hér finns bland an-
nat bade Jaguar och Aston

tanterna att Coventry har
mycket att vinna pa titare
samverkan, bland annat
med handelsmdjligheter.
Techtank harjobbat mot

=
Coventry

Liggerivastradelenav
Midlandsi England, Stor-
britannien. Orten har éver
300000 invanare och
betecknas som landets
bilhuvudstad. Staden har
fatt storre betydelse som
utbildningsstad genom
University of Warwick och
Coventry University.

Coventry i runt ett ar och
for nagon manad sedan
oppnade Klusterinitiativet
kontor pa orten.

- Vi kan redan nu se att
samarbetet mellan omra-
dena fungerar bra. Likhe-
terna gOr att det gar att
gora affirer, siger Paul
Sullivan, vd for 52 Global
Consulting och represen-
tant for Techtanks kontor.

Han siger att det gér att
se konkreta resultat. Ett
exempel dr att represen-
tanter fran Jaguar nista ar

FOTO: GUNNEL PERSSON

ska besoka foretag i Olof-
strom for att se om det
finns potentiella underle-
verantorer.

Samarbetet tog ytterliga-
re ett kliv pa torsdagen da
ett samarbetsavtal, pa
engelska Memorandum of
Understanding, teckna-
des.

- Det hir ar ett samarbe-
te som bygger pa att fore-
tagen gor affirer med var-
andra. Vi dricker inte bara
kaffe, siger Anders Borge-
hed, Klusterledare for
Techtank.

Handelskammaren be-
tecknar samverkan som
ovanlig, pa ett positivt
sétt.

- Ofta handlar det om
vanskapsavtal men hir
gOr man nagot riktigt av
det, sdger Ulrika Dieroff,
avdelningschef affirsser-
vice pa Handelskamma-

(= e—
&

par.trulsson@sydostran.se
0454-3012 62
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‘GUNNEL PERSSON
gunnel persson@sydostran.se
0454-32 59 09




Press Article Translations

Article 1
Important Memorandum of Understanding with Coventry

A trade delegation from the English car manufacturer metropolis Coventry is on a visit to
Olofstrom. On Thursday a Memorandum of Understanding was signed between the two
municipalities.

OLOFSTROM. — We see great cooperation opportunities between our regions. We are very similar to each
other in many ways, in how we do business and not at least we have a significant automotive industry in
common, said Paul Sullivan, CEO of 52 Global Consulting.

He is also a representative for Techtank’s office in Britain, which since it opened in February already has
generated business opportunities "worth millions". We can also see the benefits with our cooperation when
it comes to finding the right skills, which you have in abundance here and we are lacking in Britain,
continued Paul Sullivan. During two days in Blekinge the delegation will visit Volvo and several of the
member companies in Techtank that work to increase exports to the British market. Both Aston Martin and
Jaguar, manufactured in Coventry, have subcontractors in Olofstrom.

Anders Borgehed at Techtank stressed that the Memorandum of Understanding is not just another
twinning agreement, but an agreement significant for growth, development and jobs.
This is a true cooperation, and not just a forum for drinking coffee, he said.

Caption: John Norton, with a title corresponding Business Manager, and Mayor Sara Rudolfsson (Social
Democrats) at the agreement extending to 2020. It is about exchanging knowledge and benefits for the
business community. After the morning visit to NetPort Norton also saw great potential for knowledge and
innovation exchanges with a counterpart in his region.

Article 2

Cooperation with Coventry grows

The cluster initiative Techtank recently opened an office in Coventry. Now the cooperation is
further strengthened. A Memorandum of Understanding between Olofstrom and the British
automotive capital has been signed.

OLOFSTROM. - There is great potential in this cooperation which is good for both parties, said Craig
Humphrey, Head of Coventry and Warwickshire Growth Hub. He is one of the members of the delegation
of business representatives from Coventry visiting Olofstrom and Blekinge for two days.

A series of visits to member companies of the engineering cluster Techtank, including Volvo, EBP and
Safeman, are on the agenda. The visit began, however, with a guided tour of Netport in Karlshamn, before
the representatives were welcomed with a presentation of Blekinge in the Municipal Hall of Olofstrom. Al
involved stressed that there are many similarities between the regions, and that there is knowledge to learn
from each other, not least in the automotive industry and its subcontractors.

There are so many skills that we can use from each other, perhaps mainly in the automotive industry, but
we also saw opportunities in the gaming industry when visiting NetPort, says John Norton, Investment and
International Trade Manager at Coventry City Council. Coventry counts itself as the automotive capital of
Britain. You will find both Jaguar and Aston Martin here for example. The automotive industry in the
country is growing and the estimation is that the production will double in the next years. Thus, there is a
large need for reliable subcontractors. The hope is that several of these may be found in Olofstrom.

Meanwhile the representatives believe that Coventry has much to gain from closer cooperation, not least
when it comes to trading opportunities. Techtank has worked with Coventry for around a year, and a month
ago the cluster initiative opened an office in the city.

We can already see that the cooperation between the areas works well. The similarities making it possible
to do business, says Paul Sullivan, CEO of 52 Global Consulting and representative for the Techtank
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office. He says it is possible to see concrete results. One example is that representatives from Jaguar will
visit businesses in Olofstrom next year to see if there are potential suppliers.

The cooperation took another step on Thursday when a cooperation agreement, Memorandum of
Understanding in English, was signed.

This is a collaboration based on the fact that the companies are doing business with each other. We do not
just drink coffee, says Anders Borgehed, Cluster Development Manager for Techtank.

The Chamber of Commerce finds the cooperation unusual, in a positive way. Often it is more of a twinning
agreement, but this is about actual business, says Ulrika Dieroff, Manager Business Support at the
Chamber of Commerce in the South of Sweden.

Facts

Coventry

Located in the western part of Midlands in England, UK. The city has over 300 000 inhabitants and is
known as the country’s automotive capital. The city has gained importance as a city for education through
University of Warwick and Coventry University.

Caption: Anders Borgehed, Cluster Development Manager for Techtank, says that many new jobs have
been created in Olofstrom. Since the project "Jobs for 1000" was launched around 800 new jobs have
been created, and that the goal is soon within reach.
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